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What people think we do 





What we really do 

(IX Russian-Finnish Radio Astronomy Symposium, RATAN-600 (2006) 







Malaga participants: year of first publication 
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y = 112 910 – 115.6353x + 0,0296x2 

In the year 486 298 everybody will be a blazar researcher. 



Blazar history: number of papers / year 
(with ”blazar” in the abstract) 



Blazar history: number of papers / year 
(with ”blazar” in the abstract) 
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1978: 
BLAZARS 
(Ed Spiegel) 



1979: FIRST USE OF ”BLAZAR” (Yura Efimov) 



Blazar history: number of papers / year 
(with ”blazar” in the abstract) 
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1985: SHOCKED JETS 



Blazar history: number of papers / year 
(with ”blazar” in the abstract) 
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1991: EGRET AND GAMMA-RAYS 

synchrotron 

inverse 
Compton 



Blazar history: number of papers / year 
(with ”blazar” in the abstract) 
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1994: CHERENKOV TELESCOPES 



Blazar history: number of papers / year 
(with ”blazar” in the abstract) 
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1998: FERMI 



Meg Urry 2007: ”Luckily, nobody remembers what we 
said 25 years ago, and the old acetates have decayed.” 
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A life in science: Alan’s papers and citations 

M&G	  JET	  MODEL	  



A life in science: Alan’s papers and citations 

M&G	  JET	  MODEL	  

VLBA	  POLARIMETRY	  

THE	  INNER	  JET	  
RELATIVISTIC	  JETS	  

VLBA	  MONITORING	  
SSC	  

FERMI	  SED	  

ACCRETION	  DISK	  



A life in science: Alan’s papers and citations 
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Alan’s publications compared to all blazar publications 



Alan: a LEADER or a LEMMING? 

r2 = 0.7399 



Alan leads the world by 0.6 years. He da Boss! 

[Courtesy	  Dr.	  Venkatessh	  
	  	  Ramakrishnan]	  
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A randomized 
sample: 
 
34 Malaga participants 
 
17 in FOA category 
      (Friends Of Alan = 
        joint papers) 
 
17 in NONFOA ( = no 
          joint papers) 
 
ranked by the number 
of citations (lifetime) 
 
 

RESULTS: 
 
the populations are 
different, P > 99.99% 
 
 
IMPLICATIONS: 
 
It pays to be friends 
with Alan. 
(He da Boss Pt. 2) 



A life in science: Alan’s papers 
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Cherchez la femme! [1] 

[1]	  Alexander	  Dumas	  père	  1854	  



Svetlana Marchenko / Jorstad 



1997: First Marscher & 
          Marchenko joint paper 
2001: First Jorstad paper 





Goethe 1828: 
 
”Das Ewig-Weibliche 
   zieht uns hinan.” 



Sex is good for your science. 


